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explained by Reason working to an end, Reason must be con-
ceded to them."1 "All things considered, we may say that the
unity of the Platonic system can only be established on the
supposition that Plato in his own belief never really separated the
efficient from the logical cause, the Deity from the highest Idea,
that of the Good. But it has already been shown that he identifies
them, that he attributes efficient power and designing reason,
sometimes to Ideas in general, sometimes to the highest Idea in
particular. This is confirmed by the statement that in the oral
discourses of his later life the supreme Unity is designated as the
Good; for this supreme Unity must have been identical with
God."* In Plato thus the highest universal is the highest ideal,
and that is the ultimate efficient cause.
Thus in Indian idealistic thought, all the four kinds of causes
distinguished by Aristotle are identified to a greater or lesser
extent. Buddhism does not generally have the efficient cause of
the world; but as at least in the Vijnanavada the highest reality
is consciousness itself, we may attribute to it efficient causality
also, provided we do not attribute to it any personalistic signi-
ficance. It is for this reason that the highest reality is also called
the highest Dharma or Law by the Buddhists. And this con-
ception runs throughout almost the whole of Indian idealistic
thought, both the Vedantic and the Buddhistic. Tagore regards
the Absolute as the highest law, of which what we call natural laws
are only reflections. Dr. Bhagavan Das regards his Absolute, the
formula of which is ahametanna or I-This-Not, as the highest law
of the universe. The idea of the ultimate reality or existence as
the highest law, the idea of the final identity of law and existence,
seems to be a special feature of Indian philosophy. And further,
as this law is also the efficient cause of the world, God himself is
the law of the universe; and so, in the words of Mahatma Gandhi,
law and law-giver are one.
XIII
FINAL IDENTITY OF THE UNIVERSAL AND THE
PARTICULAR
The idea that the universal must be ultimately identical with the
particular is not so current in Western philosophy. It is indeed
pointed out that the universal cannot exist apart from the
1 Plato and the Older Academy, p. 268.                      a Ibid., p. 285.
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